Independent of the oblervations | have made from
the wording of the propofition, and the circum-
flances under which it was made, the natare of the
fubj-¢t is fufficient to fhew, that it never could be
intended 1o be fet up as a neygative or {urrender of the
nights of the people; for it muit be clear, that the
inh.rent or conttitutional rights of the people cannot
be deftroyed or furrendered in tbis manner, if the de-
claratior. or propofition was ever {o-explicit; but
“the circumitance of the inftrument being Jisbiful,
woull ot itfclf be fufficient to detcat the end, which
the writer fuppofes Was meant to be attained by it.
1 want terms fufficiently ftrong to paint the ridicu-
lou. figure any fenator would make, in attempting
to et up the propefition, which has be¢n flated, &s a
neyative or furrender of the people’s rights to dictate
to no-h branches of the legiflature.—Sv far from the
propofition being made with defign to fettls the
quethon of the people’s right to infirut, that this
queiion never was, to my knowledge, difcuffed in the
fcnate, or at the meeting at Mann’s tavern —I never
intimated, nor did I to my recolletion ever hear any
otrer tenator declere, any thing which indicated an
inte..t1.n of oppofing the will of the prople, and if
the ienate, or any ot its members, were to fet them-
felves in oppofition to the great body of the people
of this ftate, 1 thould thiok them rather objeéts pro-
per to be confined for infanity than dreaded ws gy-
rants.

It may be contorded, that fuppofing the con-
cluiive words ot the propofition reitri& the preceding
g-neral words, yet that the effe@ of the procofiticn
taken altogesher, would ke to demy or deftray the right

" of the pecpie to interfere whencver the circumflance
of a difference between the two hoafes happered —I
anfwe:, that as it is clear, from the circumftances
vad-r wh ch the prop-fiticn was made, the natuce
of the fuh)e, and the language ufed, that its efjec?
was to refirain a p:alice ot the /igiflature, and not to
aft & the rights of rhe people; it never could have
been fairly det up by the fenate as a regative 10 thefe
rights in any cale, becaufe this would be to make a
pr.p ftiun intended for one purpofe. to ferve for
ano.hier and cifferent purporfe.—There is no doaht
bu: fe.ators, if they were inclined to expofe them-
felves to r dicule, might f«t up conftru@ions the moft
aiurd, and cla ms the mott vifionary, but 1 go up-
cn the fuppcfition, that a&ting iike men encowed
with lome fhare ot reafon, tiiey would not tound a
claim upon an inftioment which «ll mankind would
agree gave not tie leaft colour to the pretenfion.

With the defign and for the purpoie’l have ex-
plaiaed the propofition 10 have been made, it was ra-
ti nal, wn” if agreed to, would have efic@. For the
purpoie and with the defign inpured by this writer,
1t wa: both in- ffeCtual im its nature, ard abfurd in
its compe ficion ; let the candid and ferfible det:r-
mine which conftrution ought 1o be made,

It is faid by this writer, ¢* That when men of
erudition expre(s themfelves in a vague indeterminate
macrer, their candour and intention may be juftly
fulpeted.” This appears to me to be a very harth
fentiment ; and I do not remember to have met wi‘h
it before, exc-pt irom a writer in the B.ltimore pa-
p°r, fometime ago, who alleged, that the lawyers
who were concerned im drawing laws, ought to be
fufpetted of 1intending to uproluce difputes, and by
which they get fees, becaufe the expreflions in our

- Jaws were doubtful and vague——many circumftances
ought to cuncur, none of which exift in the prefent
cafe, to jullify fo fevere a judpment againtt any fel-
low citizen, upon a grourd fo flight as want of pre-
cfionin «xprefling ideas —Laws are penned by men
ct erudivon, they frequenily are doabtfal; jt will
noc tollow that the legiflature, or any member of it,
intended to deceive or create difputes.

The prupofition does not intimate, dF was it in-
tended to convey, the idea that it was the dzfign of
the houfe of delegates, or any of its members, to
deltroy the prefent conftitution, or any part of it —
"The injury to part of the conflitational leiflature, was
aporehended to be the coufequence of a praflice the
fenators withed to refirain ; and therefore the pre-
fervation of every part of the conftitution, was pro-
per'y conneled with the mode to be adopted for dif-
countenancing the prafticc —Every one in the leaft
scquainted with the hiftory of mankind muft know,
that precedents are often fet by men without any im.
proger motive ; and yet fuch precedents have pro-
duced great mifchiefs, by being applied by others to
purpofes not defigned by thofe who originated them,
and often contrary to their unavailing oppofition.

Several circum:tances are mentioned in the pieces
alluded to, of which I know nothing, and therefore
fhall not notice ; nor do Ithink it neceffary to fay any
‘hi‘&w the eiter and fupterfuge which the writer.
has been pleatied to mads for the fenators, A

! Whether I am a friend or an enemy .to pudlic Liber-
#y and the principles of the late rewelution, I mutt fabmit
to be determined from my public condudt ; if this
wil not decide the queftion in my favour, it cannot
be expetted that iy profeffons will haye mach weight,
sad I do not apprehend the fuggeftions of others will
have influence to induce an unfavoarable opinion, if
contradi@ed by my altions. ) .

- As it way my dury to. be informed of our conftita.
tion and the rights conneQ@ed with and derived from:
it, 1 have ofed every endeavour in my powee to ac-

. quire this knowledge ; and if 1 am #till ignorant, it
is my misfortane,” not my fault ; it is frecly confefl-
od, that I am ignorant of many things which I have -
endeavoured to know, Ard I fhoold be wanting in -

—gahgour not to declare, that every day’s experience

' wis refolved u

—

judgment ; but that [ ever deﬁgncdly'injurcd' or at-
tempted to deceive, the people of this ftate,” cannot
be admitted, becaufe it is pot true. -

I neither profels power or influence, nor do I de-
fire them; fo far from looking to a permanent public
ftation, and withing to anmex to it indt.pcndcnt
powers, and of courfe troubles and difficulties, that
“{ confider the office T now hold to be’'much tao arda.
ous and weighty for my abilities, and I feel thatit
impofe: on me a burthen the greateR of my life, and
fhall rejoice when the time arrives, that [ can, msh
propriety, quit a ftation, in which I am oot fo vaia
as to fuppofe I can render fepvices to the public in
any degree equal to the facrifice of quist, health and
intereft, which necefTarily attends the execution of
public truft by a man in my fituation. ”

As an American I deeply regret the divifions
which have taken place amoog men intrafled with
public concerns in this and other of the United
States, Woald to Heaven it was in my power to re-
medy an evil, which every well informed friend to
this coontry muft fce and lament ; that I have always
endeavoured to compofe differeaces, and have not
in any degree contriduted to thole which now dif-
trat the councils of this f{tate, is true; but this is
*poor confolation to 8 man who is bound tolivs in,
and anxious for the profperity of, & country, where
thofe who ought to unite, are endeavouring to wound
and defltrov each other, while thofe who are in pria-
ciple its enemies, with exulting plea‘ure are viewing
the conteit, and are ready to feize any favourable
oppor:unity to inv.lve the whole in ruin.

T. ST ONE.

Annapolis, March 28, 1787,

V.1 E N N A, Nounber 29.

ET TER S trom Agquilla mention, that be-

tween the 13th and 18th of O&ober, they had

137 thocks of an earthquake, 59 of which were in

one day ;—that on the 17th and 18:h the whole at-

mofphere apperared as if on fire, and a noife arofe

from the earth like the driving & number of chariots

along the ftreets, When the poft came away the

noi‘e was increafing, and the inhabitants were much
terrified.

S A L A, (in Africa) OBeber ag.

The flag of the United States of America dare
not appearin the Meditsrranean, as they cannot avail
themfelves of the Englith flag with 1mpunity, for the
Algerines at prefent, board all the- thips withuut
dittinition.

T ORT OIS E, Deember 3.

A woman named Rofe Four, wife of one John
Agramune, being with child, and hearing that one
of her children had b:en app:ehrnded with fome dif-
orderly perfons and fent to prifon, (he was fo af-
freighted as to be inftantly taken in labour, and de-
livered of five children, four girls and a boy. This
woman, who is of a very ftrong conttitution, has had
14 children at four births,  two the firlt, three the
fecond, four the third, and now five, all of whom
are living and in good fealth, -

L O N D O N, De«ember 25,

On the 7th ult. the whole town of Munisgen, in
Saxony, was confumed by fire. .

Fan. 3. By Monday’s French mail we received an
account of the following attrocious event, recorded
in 'a letter, dated Paris, December 24: Advices
from the Cape of Good Hope import, that ¢ the
thip Refetter, that left Bourdeaux in April laft, ar-
rived about midnight in fight of Table-bay, on the
12th of Auguft following; as fhe was intended to
carry on th: coafting tride in India, the captain had
on board a large fum, all in piattres. Urable at his
departare to complete his crew with French feamen,
he had been compelled to take on board two Iralian
failors, then at Bourdeaux, whofe names were Pelaf-
co. Thefe two brothers being of a turbulent fediti-
ous difpofition, fwore vengeance againft the captain,
who had ordered the eldeft of them to be potin
irons. On the night' of the 12th of Auguit, as the
commander and his mate retired to ref, atter the fa-
tigue'of the day, the two Italians found means 1o
gain over to their party the carpenter and cook ;
They aliogether made 'up to the boatfwain, and,
with one blow, almoft fevered his head from his bo-
dy, without his uctering a fingle groan. The feep-
ing officers were the next viims to their rage; the
mate way ‘prefently difpatched, but the captain got
op, defénded himfelf, followed the affaffins upon
deck, but there'he was ftabbed by one of them, and
inftantly thrown overboard, The Sieur Bois, mafter,
was the only man who could oppofe them ; his death
n; bat at his earneft folicitation,
they fpared his life, provided he would engage te
kill the cabin-boy, who, in his fright, had fled for
fatety to the hatches.,” The bloody monfier called
him up in the mildef terms, nﬂ'n?x"ring him he had
nothing to apprehend : -but’ the too credulous yoath
no fooner appeared, than Bois planged a dagger in-

to his heart. He himfelf did not remaia long unpu- fi

nithed for this aét of cruelty, the cook perceived, and
advifed bis' accomplices, “that' Bois had privatel

feized upon the captein’s chefl. Alarmed at this
intelligence, the murderers offered to fhoot him ; bat.
he begged’to be thrown into ‘the fea; in hopes, no
doubt, “that, as he was a good fwimmer, he could
eafily reach the thore, which was at no confiderable
diftance. His requefl was complied with, but the

-
-

c.onvinc.e-s me of the~fallibility and-weakaefs of &y ™

»
t the boat, and joindy firuch him wich thet
till he funk to the box{om. They then ?eigf:\'e:"'
the thip, loaded the boat with every thing 'llu.b]u
and then bered a hole in the bdttom of the foni:er:;
fink her, providentially, however, the veflel bore
by the tide, entered the port —The French tommif,
fary, Monf. Bergerin de Monchy, had the thip vifi;
€d, and judging from the blood on_the ,der.kand.
other parts, “partly‘the truth 'of what had-happeneq
took fuch meafures that the murderers were fo“d'
out lurking about the coantry, brought back to the
Cape of Good Ho>pe, and there confined till the
can be brought to their trial, and undergo ‘h{
pusithment due 10 their treacherous perfidy.” -
B//O S T O N, March 1, !

A refolve has pafled the general court for admi;.
tingto bail, fuch of the rebels now in confine
and whp were not apprehended on fate warray,
whofcdlfiberty fhall not be thought dangerous to (b;

publiWfafety, on their procuring fufficient furetie of
their appearance at the fupreme judicial court

-ta-be holden in the county to which the
belong.

March 3. A letter from camp of a late date, fays,
¢ A circumftance that occurred while the horfe w'm
at Colerain, may #e worth mentioning,—it is this—
ove of the infurgents on taking the oath of allegi.
ance, on being ordered to deliver up his arms, pro.
duced an old mufket (if a thing may be c.lled (}:ch.
wh.ch had neither flock norlock who'e) but which ke
faid was all he had, and that it was the fame he had
with him when with Shays, and though fearch wag
made no other arms could be found. However, it
afterwards appeared, that en the a,proach of tle
horfe he had thruit his gun into a mow of hay in (le
barn, that it cocked in the action of doing it, ard
that when drawing it out it fnapt, and the powd:r
in the pan tuck fire. He however went into the hov’e
and was making much fport on the deception he had
fo fuccefstully played off at the horfe, when happen.
ing to call his eyes towards the barn he difcovered it
to be flames, which in a fhort time confumed the
fame, and all its coatents—the jutt reward of kis
dupiicitys?’

General Ethan Allen, we are informed, lately ‘e.
clared, in prefance ot feveral gentlemen of this flue,
that he never had any communications with Shayicr
his adherents, direttly or indire@ly ; but thatthe
heaitily defpifed both them and their caufe.

We hear that the celebrated Chapman, and e
lonathan. Facit, a reprefentative to the affembly of
Pittsford, were lately upon an embafly to lord Dar-
chefter, to feek fupplies of men, money, &c. for the
rebels. As they reached St. john's, they fourd
themfelves tov low in pocket to proceed further
without afliftance ; but imprefled with the great im-
portance of their miflion to the Englith nation, they
had no doubt but, upon the firft intimation, the Bri-
tith commander at that poft, would immediately ad-
vance guineas by handfuls—when alas ! he laugaed
at them and their caufe, and communicated their
profound fecret to the people. The young appres-
tices conftru€ted a wooden horfe, and determined to
honour thofe rebels with a ride.—Facit efcaped
without his faddle-bag:—Chapman was miffirg, acd
we do not know but he has taken an airing upon the
-Britith Rofinante. g

SPRINGFIELD,; M3,

By a gentleman who left Boftcn laft Saturday
noon, we are informed,- that the honourable major
general Lincoln, Samuel Philipw jun. and Samuel
Allyae Otis, efquires, are appointed by the.geaeral
court, a board of commiffioners, who ars immedi-
ately to repair to the counties of Hampfhire, Wor-
cefter and Berkthire; and there to hear, try and
grant, in part or full, pardon to all perfons that
have been concerned in the late infurre@ion and re-
bellion; excepting thofe who have been profcribed
by proclamation, and others that have fired on, or
killed any of the good fubje@s of this common-
weslth, ;

We are alfo informed, that the gene{lconrt, dur-
ing the prefent fefion, have been extremely unani-
mous and decifive, and difcovered no difpofition to
be fanguinary or oppreflive—but on the contrary
wifh to alleviate the burthens of the people as far asis
confittent with the general good.

NEW.-Y O R K, March 14.

. Saturday evening his excellency governor

accompanied by colonel Fith, adjudant-general; asd
colonel Willet, returned from the northward, Oz
Tuefday his excellency had an interview with gese-
ral Liacoln at New Lebanon, with whom he after-
wards weat to Pittsfield (Maffachufetts) in order to
concert meafures for the immediate fuppreffion of the
infurgents, fhould any again dare to afemble in
arms. . In confequence of the governor’s appearance
the magifirates and military officers of the country
held themfelves in readinefs to take the moft active
part thersin ; but happily no occafion offered for ex-
ertion, as there was not (nor is there at prefeat) the

men,

next
y fevmlly

malleft appearance of difaffeion in any of the in-
habitants there, although from the injurions reports
in circulation refpe@ing them, many were led to
imagine, that feveral there were firongly inclined to
countenance and fupport the infurgents immediacely
an their firlt appearance. The fa&t is, that the peo-
ple there did not conceive it their duty to take any
part on the occafion, until they fhould be made ac-
quainted with, the fenfe of government ; which was

" Pelafcos perssiving that he attempicd to fwim, teck” ne feoner commanicated to them by his excellency’s
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